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PREVIEW 
General Conference—worshipping together with sisters and 
brothers from across the continent, renewing old friendships 
and making new ones, considering reports and charting new 
directions for the church . . . this Conference was all this and 
more. 
With a full agenda and an apparent yearning for discussion, 
the business side of Conference in many ways provided the 
dominant theme. There was even a call for providing more time 
for business in the 1982 format. Business sessions ran to 11:30 
Tuesday evening and to 1:30 Wednesday evening/Thursday 
morning. Even so, two study items were referred (without 
discussion) to be considered in 1982. 
This issue of the Visitor reports via photographs on some 
Conference activities and personalities, carries reflections from a 
few participants, and highlights some of the business items. 
Deadlines and space limitations prohibit more extensive cover-
age. Congregational reports and the Minutes more adequately 
report on the business of Conference. 
Special thanks to David Croxford, associate pastor of the 
Bertie congregation, who served as Conference photographer 
this year. 
Future issues of the Visitor will carry some of the inspirational 
presentations at Conference. 
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Experien 
General Con 
A b o v e — C o m m u n i o n 
helped set the tone for the 
rest of Conference. 
Left — J o h n H a w b a k e r 
preaching Sunday morn-
ing. 
B e l o w — A l i c e G r a c e 
Zercher autographs Lan-
tern in the Dawn. 
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ring 
ference 
6 6 NO! Did you really reg-
• Bis te r us for General Con-
ference?" 
Just a week before General Confer-
ence was to begin, our four children 
realized that a whole week of their pre-
cious summer vacation would be spent 
at Conference. Even though we had 
discussed it months before, somehow 
the full implications had escaped them. 
Now they were protesting. 
After a family council, the children 
agreed reluctantly that we all would 
at tend, as planned. But with a sinking 
heart, I wondered how I would survive 
the week with four less-than-enthusi-
astic children to shepherd, while my 
husband would be attending all the 
sessions. 
Very shortly after arriving on the 
Conference grounds, our children dis-
covered old friends, former India M.K.s. 
Suddenly Conference started to become 
exciting! And the next morning when 
my husband and I were going to return 
to our home congregation for Sunday 
worship service, 12-year-old Tim said, 
"I can't go along—I might miss some-
thing!" 
As I write this, near the end of Con-
ference, I am weighing the advantages 
versus the disadvantages of bringing 
one's family to General Conference. 
Disadvantages? The cost seems a bit 
formidable for a family of six, living 
on a pastoral income. And physical 
fatigue has been creeping up on all of 
us. 
But these factors seem very minor 
when compared with the advantages. 
Top—Sunday afternoon Conference Rally. 
Center — Congregational singing was a joy, 
here led by Emerson Frey. 
Right —Small groups met for discussion 
and prayer after each weekday 
theme sermon. 
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My husband and I love the Brethren 
in Christ Church, and here our chil-
dren are sensing the joy and excite-
ment of being part of the brotherhood. 
As they see and meet church leaders, 
what were simply blurred names now 
come into focus with friendly faces and 
voices. 
Here too is a wonderful opportunity 
for our children to form new friend-
ships and strengthen old ones. The 
socialization with other Brethren in 
Christ young people is invaluable in 
these impressionable, formative years. 
The fun, challenge and competition of 
the many children's and youth activi-
ties will remain with them, consciously 
and subconsciously. 
Yes, I am very glad we all came! 
Doris Cober 
Left top—Walter Winger, Assistant Moderator, 
and Alvin Book, Moderator, confer on 
procedures. 
Center—Ray Musser looks for a report. 
Lower — Linda Stern addresses Conference. 
Right—Arthur Climenhaga gives the General Con-
ference Secretary's interpretation. 
ONE of the first things that impressed me about General Conference was the Commun-ion Service on Saturday evening. I 
found a deep feeling of fellowship and 
community. People were enj oying being 
together, even though one was aware 
of a great deal of diversity (in terms of 
age, geography, amount of exposure 
to the church, viewpoints on various 
issues, etc.) I sensed a great deal of 
caring about the fact that we were 
meeting together as a brotherhood. 
This feeling of community and car-
ing about each other I sensed was 
maintained throughout Conference, de-
spite sharp differences at times. 
In terms of the business sessions, 
people seemed to be prepared to share 
where they differed, or to support a 
view that was not held by a majority. 
One person I talked with suggested 
that this Conference was more like a 
conference he remembers some 60 years 
ago, where there was more give and 
take than has been the case more 
recently. There did seem to be less 
direction from the chair. However, the 
Conference body took some responsi-
bility for cutting off debate, so that in 
one sense Conference became more 
responsible for its own direction. 
I was impressed that missions had a 
lot of impact and got a good deal of 
at tention at Conference, both in the 
presentations of the mission board and 
in other areas such as the discussion on 
the budget. A good deal of interest and 
concern was expressed about direc-
tions which were being taken. A lot of 
support was evident, yet at the same 
time people were not afraid to ques-
tion the mission board on where it is 
going and what it is doing. 
In relation to the R E N E W A L 2000 
Task Force report, I appreciated the 
fact that church leaders are planning 
for growth and are asking us to pray 
and work with them in determining 
where we want to go as a body. This 
despite the fact that growth is a scary 
idea—as new people join the group, 
things will not stay exactly as they 
have been. I heard concerns about 
doctrine and the maintaining of what 
has been distinctive about the Brethren 
in Christ. 
At the same time the message came 
through clearly that we all need to take 
some responsibility for making disci-
ples. Not just the bishops or church 
planters but every person, every con-
gregation needs to accept responsibil-
ity for this growth we want the church 
to experience. 
Lowell Mann 
SCRIBBLED REACTIONS - D w i g h t Thomas ON PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES 
My generation has been weaned on the rhetoric of the '60s 
and the confrontational tactics of secular protest movements: 
— distrust of authority, those we've put into leadership 
— inferences of incompetency, attacks on integrity 
— discontent with the status quo 
— confrontation rather than conciliation or compromise 
— a younger generation highly vocal in its viewpoints 
— an older generation at times bewilderingly silent or 
maddeningly evasive 
(Are we witnessing the "extinction" of the 
elder statesman in our church?) 
. . . examples of the power of secular culture to mold our 
attitudes, perspectives and patterns of behavior and mu-
tual interaction. 
prolonged debate 
lines at microphones 
emotionally-charged interchanges 
extended speeches 




amendments to amendments 
referring 
tabling 
"I move the previous question" 
debate over whether to continue debate 
debate on the issue 
debate on an issue (not the issue) 
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Tuesday the Miss ions Prayer Fellowship sponsored four morning and after-
n o o n workshops . Leaders were Doyle and Thelma Book (pictured above), 
Carl and Eleanor Ginder, Luke Reefer, Sr., and Mildred Rice, who brought 
the Tuesday morning theme sermon. 
Retiring Moderator Alvin J. Book installs Harvey R. 
Sider as Moderator for the next biennium. Luke 
Reefer, Jr. was elected Assistant Moderator. 
AS I reflect on Conference I see disparate images held together by common threads. I see my-
self running down the steps, five min-
utes late for quizzing (for which I was a 
scorekeeper). 1 see myself following 
the late night business sessions closely 
and tiredly. I see images of meeting 
people, in lines, at the table, on Con-
ference f loor—talking with them ea-
gerly and running out of time. 
Lack of t ime is a thread that holds 
these images together. We had so 
much to do, so many people to see, 
that when Conference ended we had 
barely begun, though we were too tired 
to continue. 
Another common thread is inten-
sity, or vitality. The quizzing was in-
tense, as it always is. The discussions 
on Conference floor, ranging f rom 
missions to our response to registra-
tion for the draf t , contained the inten-
sity of people for whom the questions 
were not academic, but present and 
vital, demanding response. Grass roots 
forums vibrated with a like vitality, 
and for like reasons. For me at least, 
personal contacts also carried this in-
tensity, since such contacts are rare 
when one lives at the more isolated 
churches. 
The strongest thread that binds my 
images together is the sense of com-
munity, or family, that pervaded the 
proceedings f rom sermons to meals, 
f r o m workshops to the Historical 
Society Luncheon. In all that hap-
pened 1 was aware, and being aware 
embraced the fact, that these people 
with whom I am meeting, disagreeing, 
rejoicing, worshipping—these people 
are my people. These are my brothers 
and sisters in Christ, my family, my 
community. I do not ask for another. 
This thread of community, or fam-
ily, binds together images that contain 
joy and frustration, dissension and 
agreement, and makes me realize that I 
love deeply all those who helped form 
my images of Conference. 
Daryl Climenhaga 
MORALE, spirit,—these rise f rom peak to peak, f rom General Conference to Gen-
eral Conference. Our attendance is 
higher—our fellowship warmer—our 
vision sharper—our perception of God's 
will keener—our planning more spe-
cific and articulate and our "strategy-
ing" for the mobilizing of our resour-
ces of our people, money and spiritual 
gifts more captivating. 
I knew we were off to a good start 
when representatives of our congrega-
tions came marching on the General 
Conference floor with colorful, care-
fully-designed banners held high. The 
slogan of the winning banner, "Alive 
in Christ—Alert to Act," with the 
Holy Scriptures in the center, des-
cribes well what this conference and 
ft 
Joyce Ginder conversing with Ethel Bundy 
(right), editor of the daily news sheet, "The 
Maple Leaf." 
the Brethren in Christ are all about in 
the 80s. I like it I like it—this spirit of 
enthusiasm and excitement for Christ 
and the church and the carrying out of 
the Great Commission. We are feeling 
good about ourselves and our Christ 
and the good news we have to share 
with the whole world. I am thrilled 
about all God is doing and will do 
through us Brethren in Christ in the 
decade that lies before us. 
Aaron Stern 
(In all fairness to Aaron, this was submitted 
before the business session that concluded at 
1:30 a.m. —Editor) 
Greetings from sister Conferences 
Present as members of General Conference and 
bringing greetings from their home churches were 
Bishop Stephen Ndlovu, Zimbabwe, and Mishack 
Mudenda, 7.ambia. John Graybill brought greetings 
from Japan and letters were read from the churches in 
India and Nicaragua. 
Pictured is Ross Nigh, who read a letter f rom Juana 
Garcia, pastor of the Church in Cuba. She and her 
husband had hoped to be present at Conference to 
bring greetings in person, but clearances were not 
received in time. 
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REGISTRATION 
SPARKS DEBATE 
Extended debate surrounded the 
Peace and Social Concerns Commis-
sion's recommendation regarding the 
current registration of 19 and 20 year 
old men. The proposed statement, 
revised after discussion that ran to 
11:30 Tuesday evening, would have 
pledged the brotherhood 
". . . t o o f f e r the minis t ry of the 
chu rch t o all of o u r y o u n g people 
w h o face this diff icul t issue, includ-
ing those w h o consc ien t ious ly object 
t o regis ter ing fo r mil i tary service. 
We a lso of fer the ministry of the 
church to those w h o c a n n o t con-
scientiously follow the church 's teach-
ing on non-pa r t i c ipa t ion in war . " 
An earlier preamble suggested that 
equally committed Christians, in re-
sponding to the evils of militarism, 
may vary in their decisions somereg-
David and Darrel Brubaker (above) and E. J. Swalm 
(left) were among those discussing registration for mil-
itary service. 
istering as conscientious objectors, 
others finding it necessary to object to 
the registration itself. 
A number of delegates expressed 
concern that such pledging of support 
for persons not registering could be 
interpreted by the government as incite-
ment to commit a crime. One speaker, 
arguing for the Tightness of registra-
tion, linked Mary and Joseph's partic-
ipating in a Roman census to the cur-
rent registration for military service. 
Others pointed out that just as the 
church calls government to recognize a 
conscience against war, the church 
ought itself to be open to minister to 
those whose conscience "draws the 
line" earlier in the conscription process 
than has been traditional. 
After a rather confusing (to some) 
series of amendments—and amend-
ments to amendments—the Conference 
went on record: 
—affirming that equally conscien-
tious responses "may take the form 
of registering as a conscientious 
objector who is prepared to partic-
ipate in alternative service, or the 
response may be other methods of 
expressing personal conscience." 
—advising pastors to meet with con-
gregational young persons prior 
to the time of registration. 
—encouraging all Brethren in Christ 
(not just persons of draft age) to 
fill out the Christian Peacemaker 
Registration form (available from 
the missions office in Elizabeth-
town). 
—encouraging young men who reg-
ister as conscientious objectors to 
write this fact on the registration 
form (even though there is no 
place provided for such statement). 
—pledging the church "to offer the 
love, fellowship and ministry of 
the church to all of our young 
people who face this difficult issue 
[of registration]." 
Finally, Conference directed the 
General Conference Secretary to reaf-
firm to the Federal Government of the 
United States that the Brethren in 
Christ continues to consider itself a 
peace church, and to include in his 
communication a copy of the 1976 
paper "The Church, War, and Respect 
for Human Life." 
"Being A Professional Person 
And Being Brethren in Christ" 
Lively interest of the 200 who attended characterized the 
I 1:00 a.m. Sunday morning session on "Being a Profes-
sional Person and Being Brethren in Christ." The audience, 
made up of teachers, college professors, nurses, physicians, 
mental health professionals, business persons, pastors and 
others heard Emerson Lesher and Roger C. Sider discuss 
various aspects of the tension which is experienced in trying 
to integrate faith and professional life. 
Emerson Lesher pointed out, for example, that in one 
generation many Brethren in Christ had moved from a 
rural, agricultural setting to an urban, professional setting. 
Do we have a theology adequate to the situation? In the 
countryside it was much easier to retain a distinctive life-
style, based upon our understanding of the Scriptures. But 
what does the Bible have to tell us about the professional 
roles and lifestyles we are rapidly assuming? 
Roger Sider spoke in more personal terms of his "life in 
two worlds"—that of the church and of secular professional 
life, and of his struggle to achieve personal integration. He 
cited conflicts of time and energy, lifestyle and intellect. 
Professional life is very demanding and success depends 
upon achievement. How then does one apportion his time 
and energy? Professional life is characterized by above 
average incomes, status and influence. How can we be 
stewards of these blessings rather than succumbing to the 
temptations of self-indulgence and self-aggrandizement? 
Intellectually each profession has its own concepts, values 
and view of reality. This outlook may be in opposition to 
the Christian faith. Yet how does one keep his faith intact 
while working in a secular intellectual milieu? 
Discussion from the audience affirmed that these con-
cerns were shared by many people. It was agreed that this 
session was only a beginning and that professional persons 
in the church urgently need to assist one another to be in 
this world but not of it. 
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Agency Budgets Adopted for '80-'82 
After considerable discussion on an attempted motion to amend, General 
Conference approved 1980-82 agency and institutional budgets as follows: 
1980 1981 1982 
$2,368,475 $2,889,205 $3,344,774 
(a 24% increase (a 22% increase (a 16% increase 
over 1979 over 1980 over 1981 
actual receipts) recommended) recommended) 
In proposing these amounts, the 
Commission on Stewardship and Fi-
nance (COSF) cut the budget requests 
of two agencies, the Board for Missions 
and Messiah College. The cuts totalled 
$300,000 f rom their 1980 budgets, 
$194,000 from 1981 proposals, and 
$50,000 from 1982 proposals. 
The C O S F sponsor noted that in the 
past the Commission has not been 
active in "revising" agency budgets but 
that it intends now to pick up this area 
of its responsibilities. However, he noted 
the Commission was not "wedded" to 
the figures as presented and would not 
"defend them to the last straw." The 
report, he said, was being presented to 
Conference for "your adaptation." 
A Board for Missions representative 
strongly endorsed the role of C O S F in 
reducing competition between agencies 
for the same dollar and its function in 
apportioning brotherhood giving. He 
noted the basic problem facing the 
church is not budget figures on paper 
but the declining percentage of overall 
giving to the church (referring to Carl 
Keefer's article on p. 5 of the May 25 
Visitor). Calling for a strong general-
ized increase in giving to the total pro-
gram of the church, the BFM represen-
tative moved to amend the C O S F 
budget, adding back in a portion of the 
funds cut from missions- $100,000 in 
1980 and $40,000 in 1981. 
Debate on the proposed amendment 
skirted the issue of declining giving and 
focused mainly on whether or not an 
agency whose budget had been trimmed 
should bring such an amendment before 
Conference. One speaker noted this 
might open a Pandora's box—other 
agencies attempting to increase their 
budgets. Another delegate pointed out 
that "a greater Pandora's box" would 
be opened if Conference relinquishes 
its responsibility to scrutinize such 
recommendations and make changes 
when necessary. 
A question also arose concerning the 
need for, and use of, the mission board's 
reserve funds. A delegate's motion which 
would have stripped the board of most 
of these reserves for use in current capi-
tal projects died for lack of a second. 
The motion to amend was lost, with 
the budget being adopted as presented 
by COSF. The challenge now is to 
adjust our patterns of giving in order to 
meet these budgets we've approved. 
The congregation with perhaps the 
highest percentage of members attend-
ing Conference was Pilgrim Chapel, 
Bronx, NY. Thirty-five persons (21 
adults and 14 youth age 16 and under) 
travelled all Friday night on a recently-
acquired school bus, arriving at Con-
ference shortly after noon on Saturday. 
CONFERENCE BRIEFS 
• Dur ing the opening session Saturday, a memorial 
service was held for the nine ministers who died in the 
past two years: Harry D. Bert, Harry W. Buckwalter, 
A. D. M. Dick, Charles F. Eshelman, John H. Martin, 
Bert R. Sider, Bert E. Winger, Carlton O. Wittl inger, 
and John E. Zercher. 
Sunday evening, word was received of the death of 
C. N. Hostetter, Jr. On Monday Conference shared 
together in recal l ing his ministry and in prayer for the 
family. 
Conference also remembered the six who gave 
their lives in Z imbabwe for the cause of the church: 
Khutshewekhaya, church planter; Mthethwa Mpofu, 
pastor; Amon Ndiweni, pastor; Morr ison Mpofu, pas-
tor; Abednego Moyo, deacon; and Elijah Bhebhe, 
deacon. 
The Ministerial Credentials Board reported 27 
persons received licenses for ministerial responsibil i-
ties since the 1978 General Conference, including 
one woman engaged in a counsel ing ministry. 
• A recommendation which would have discontinued 
ident i fy ing denominationally-approved seminaries 
was recommit ted to the Board for Schools and Col-
leges for conferr ing with three other concerned 
groups—the Board of Bishops, Commit tee on Minis-
terial Training, and Ministerial Credentials Board. 
• The Renewal 2000 restructuring proposals were 
approved in principle. Each section was considered 
separately, with extensive sponsorship and quite 
lively discussion. The Task Force is open to receive 
addit ional comments, which should be directed to 
Roy Sider, 2519 Stevensville Road, Stevensville, Ont. 
LOS 1S0. 
In introducing the section adjusting conference 
boundaries, the sponsor noted that likely not every 
church on every majestic mountain or in every beauti-
ful valley will like the division of conferences, but that 
he was sure that the spirit of love and holiness would 
see us through. Soon one pastor offered a substitute 
motion which would retain all of those congregations 
now designated for the new Southern Conference, 
and instead make a separate conference out of Frank-
lin County—since no church ought to object to redis-
tricting. His motion was lost for the lack of a second. 
New off icers of the BIC Historical Society, elected 
at the annual meeting held July 2 at Conference, are 
Owen Alderfer, president, and Nancy Heisey, secre-
tary-treasurer. Other members elected to the execu-
tive committee are Myron Dietz, Isaiah Harley and 
Martin Schrag. Morris Sider continues as editor of the 
society's Journal. 
to page 14 
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Bishop Ndlovu reports on the church in 
Zimbabwe. 
At General Conference the church 
reaffirmed its commitment to missions. 
From the Sunday night Missions Rally 
to the Board's statement at the final 
business session, we Brethren in Christ 
considered soberly the question of 
what it will cost each of us to be 
instruments in God's hands in the days 
ahead. This report focuses on three 
aspects of the Missions challenge in 
the summer of 1980. 
PEOPLE GOING 
Twenty-four persons were commis-
sioned at the Sunday night Missions 
Rally. In response to the appeal made 
in Roy Sider's message, "Outward 
Bound in the Eighties," a capacity 
crowd of Brethren in Christ stood with 
the mission workers assigned to four 
continents, dedicating themselves as 
"instruments" to be used in God's 
hands as He sees fit. The impact of this 
moving service will only become clear 
as hundreds of us allow ourselves to be 
used as needed to make our missionary 
efforts effective in the coming days. 
The presence and participation of so 
many recruits in all the activities of the 
Conference helped to set the tone of 
the event. For some of the recruits 
Conference was a part of their orienta-
tion to the Brethren in Christ. Fifteen 
of the group had just completed five 
weeks of study at the Toronto Institute 
of Linguistics. 
Immediately following Conference 
thirty-five attended a three-day work-
shop at Niagara Christian College where 
Fred and Grace Holland joined the 




sons. And now they are scattering 
across the world to their assignments: 
— On Sunday, July 6, Michele 
Arnett flew from Toronto for her 
teaching assignment in Zambia. 
— On Tuesday, July 8, Eugene and 
Ruth Madeira left f rom Buffalo for 
refresher language study in Gua-
temala, scheduled to be in Nicara-
gua by mid-August. 
— Mary Brubaker and Connie Loft-
house are doing deputation enroute 
to the West Coast where they, with 
Dora Myers, will be taking a course 
on teaching English as a second 
language at Pasadena, CA, before 
leaving for Japan in August. 
One churchman said after the Sun-
day night Missions Rally, "I was tear-
fully and deeply moved after Bishop 
Stephen Ndlovu's presentation of the 
needs and challenges of the (Zimbabwe) 
church in the new era." Bishop Ndlo-
vu's sharing out of the travail and suf-
fering of the past several years helped 
the Conference to experience body 
life—its pain and its joy. Bishop Nd-
lovu, in his ministry across the church 
and at General Conference, helped the 
church to better understand that we 
are laborers together in the harvest: 
— The new Brethren in Christ Inter-
nat ional Fel lowship (U.K.) was 
represented at Conference by Bishop 
Ndlovu. 
— The North American church is 
giving Zimbabweans assistance in a 
number of ways: financial aid for 
students; shared pastoral support 
and assistance in church planting; 
Twenty-four persons (on the upper platform) being commissioned for service. 
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support assistance for Ekuphileni 
Bible Institute which has moved 
back to its Mtshabezi campus. 
— There is still opportunity for 
persons to contribute to the special 
General Conference offering for the 
Zimbabwean Church. 
— Conference was reminded that 
two of our overseas churches, in 
Zimbabwe and North Bihar, India, 
are working in areas that are consi-
dered to include "unreached peo-
ples" as determined by the percent-
age of people who are not evan-
gelized. 
Carefully planned efforts of Brethren 
in Christ fellowships will, under the 
Holy Spirit 's guidance, multiply the 
harvest. Isolated efforts of any one 
missionary or sending group could not 
achieve what we can do together: 
— Already good contacts are being 
made by Elias Moyo and Curtis 
Book in London where a joint mis-
sions venture is underway. 
VENEZUELA 
Culminating months of research, 
study and reporting by the Missions 
Board, the General Conference ap-
proved the recommendation to open a 
Brethren in Christ ministry in Venezu-
ela. Roy Sider's sponsorship on the 
Conference floor brought forward these 
facts: 
— Venezuela, a country of 14 mil-
lion, has an evangelical presence 
representing about 1.3% of the pop-
ulation. 
— With just one missionary to every 
25,000 persons there is a call, with-
out dissent, f rom people working in 
the country for the Brethren in 
Christ to come and join in the 
k 
ripened harvest. The president of 
the Evangelical Fellowship in Vene-
zuela encouraged us to apply for 
visas to work in the country, express-
ing the confidence that we should 
not encounter major difficulties. 
"The whole country is an open 
field," he said, "especially the cit-
ies." The host missionary's parting 
words at the airport were, "You can 
see that we have room for you to 
send ten or twenty missionaries to 
Venezuela!" 
— Evidence points to the advisa-
bility of launching an urban minis-
try in Caracas, capital city of over 3 
million and growing rapidly. This 
international city has people who 
are ripe for evangelism—business 
and professional people in modern 
high-rise apartments as well as ran-
cho dwellers in the crowded moun-
tainside ghettos. 
— Personnel being recruited to 
launch the new mission include: (1) 
a researcher/consultant who after 
language acquisition in Costa Rica 
will begin contacting church, govern-
ment and business leaders in Vene-
zuela in 1981; (2) Gordon and Susan 
Gilmore will begin language study 
in Costa Rica in 1981 and move to 
Venezuela in early 1982; (3) a second 
church planting couple is being re-
cruited for language study in 1981 
and assignment to Venezuela in 
1982; (4) a third church planting 
couple is being recruited for lan-
guage study in 1982 and assignment 
in 1983. 
Overseas Secretary Roy Sider sponsoring 
an item of business. 
B O A R D STATEMENT 
Missions-related issues were an active 
part of consideration in numerous 
agenda items throughout the General 
Conference. The Board for Missions 
prepared the following statement for 
the benefit of all those who had com-
mitted themselves as instruments in 
God's hands for the tasks ahead: 
"It was decided that the program 
already planned shall proceed accord-
ing to schedule, utilizing reserve 
funds as necessary, to assure the 
viability of new missions thrusts. 
We believe these plans to be God's 
will and the will of this General 
Conference for the Brethren in Christ 
Church." 
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Marion and Rachel Heisey open gifts from Navajo friends at farewell 
service. Angela Heisey (left), Cecil Werito and D o n Shafer (far right) look on. 
Farewell for Heiseys at Navajo Mission 
On May 31 the directors, staff and 
friends of the Navajo Brethren in Christ 
Mission held a farewell service for the 
Marion Heisey family, who have com-
pleted twelve years of service as Gen-
eral Director of the mission. A group 
of about 200 gathered in the Navajo 
Community Center to offer gifts of 
appreciation and final words of thanks 
to Marion and Rachel and their five 
children: Todd, Holly, Angela, Sharon 
and Terry. It was a special and festive 
day for all who attended. 
The farewell service began with trib-
utes f rom various representatives of 
missions, businesses and organizations 
in the community. A common theme 
of appreciation for able leadership and 
friendship ran through the speeches. 
Some mentioned their impressions of 
Marion as a capable and honest busi-
nessman. Others noted that his spiri-
tual leadership had stimulated their 
personal spiritual development. Ted 
Pennington, a businessman who has 
employed several of the Heisey chil-
dren over the past few years, praised 
their integrity and capabilities as em-
ployees. The audience enjoyed the 
humorous accounts of their work ex-
periences that he interjected into his 
speech. The speakers gave fitting trib-
ute to the admirable reputation that 
the Heiseys have built in the surround-
ing area during their twelve years here. 
The commendat ion continued as 
persons directly associated with the 
mission offered words and gifts of 
appreciation. Rosa Eyster, who has 
served at the mission here since its 
origin in 1947, gave a tribute colored 
with nostalgia. She remembered Mar-
ion and Rachel's first years at the mis-
sion as singles and the romance that 
followed. "I could tell you more," she 
said, "but Marion says that I know too 
much!" Cecil Werito, a Navajo leader 
in the Navajo Chapel congregation, 
offered a moving tribute. "It would 
take too long to say everything that 
Heiseys have done," he said, struggling 
to speak. "I can't say everything that is 
in my heart. I don't know how to say 
it." 
Cecil presented two beautiful Navajo 
blankets to the family on behalf of the 
Navajo community—an expression of 
love which could not be spoken. On 
behalf of the former staff, Gladys 
Lehman presented the family with a 
scrapbook of letters and pictures from 
former staff that were compiled for the 
farewell occasion. Added to that gift 
were two pieces of fine pottery made 
by a noted Indian potter of the South-
west. For the Board of Directors of the 
Navajo Mission, Edith Merkey pre-
sented the family with a large, beauti-
ful sandpain t ing that depicted the 
scenery and culture of Navajoland. 
The value of the gift was enhanced by 
the name of the artist, Andy Ignacio, a 
long-time associate of the mission and 
a friend of Marion and Rachel. Also 
on behalf of the board, Bishop Don 
Shafer gave the Heiseys a money gift 
of $1,465.00. 
Responding to this shower of love, 
Dr. Heisey observed, "There are times 
when words are simply not adequate 
for expressing our feelings. This is one 
of those times." 
Immediately after the formalities, a 
noon meal was served by the staff and 
everyone enjoyed a time of informal 
fellowship. During this time, Rachel 
and Marion received more gifts of 
rugs, jewelry and wall hangings from 
Navajo friends. It was interesting to 
note their air of disbelief as they re-
sponded to the magnitude of the occa-
sion. No one objected, however, that 
the praise was too generous or the gifts 
too elaborate. The Brethren in Christ 
can rejoice together in the services the 
Heiseys so capably performed as Christ's 
servants among the Navajos. 
The author, Glenace Frey, is a member of the 
Navajo Mission staff. 
Nancy Heisey 
Named Secretary 
for Southern Africa 
Nancy Heisey, a member of the 
Cross Roads (PA) congregation, was 
named secretary for southern Africa at 
a recent meeting of the executive com-
mittee of the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee. Nancy, who has been assistant 
secretary for Africa since 1977, is respon-
siblefor MCC programs in Swaziland, 
Lesotho, Botswana, South Africa/Tran-
skei, Mozambique and Malawi, as 
well as Zambia and Nigeria. 
Nancy served under MCC in Zaire 
(1973-76) and worked in MCC's infor-
mation services department before 
joining the overseas administrative 
staff. She is a graduate of Messiah 
College. 
Ray Brubacher of Akron, PA, serves 
as secretary for central and northern 
Africa. The appointment of two admin-
istrative secretaries for Africa reflects 
the growing size and diversity of the 
MCC program in that continent. Cur-
rently there are almost 200 persons 
serving in fifteen African countries. 
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Weddings 
Bert-Rixon: Kathleen, daugh te r of Mrs. 
T h e d a Rixon, Sa raso ta , Fl., and A b r a m , 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n Bert. Newburg , 
Pa . , April 25, in the Macha Brethren in 
Chr is t Mission Church , C h o m a , Zambia . 
Lofthouse-Cober: Susan , d a u g h t e r of 
Mr . and Mrs. Wilbert Cober , Petersburg, 
On t . , a n d Wayne , son of Mr . and Mrs. Ray 
L o f t h o u s e , C o u r t l a n d . Ont . . May 31. in the 
R o s e b a n k Bre thren in C h u r c h with Rev. 
R o n Lof thouse officiat ing. 
Musser-Kauffman: Patricia Elaine, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold K a u f f m a n , 
Har r i sburg , Pa. , and Je f f rey Ray, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Musser , Sel insgrove, 
Pa. , J u n e 21, in the Skyline View Brethren 
in Chris t Church with Rev. J o h n W. Schock 
and Rev. J o h n G. Reitz officiat ing. 
Sabo-Lampman: Gail Noreen , d a u g h -
ter of Mr . and Mrs . C a r s o n L a m p m a n , 
W e l l a n d p o r t , Ont . , a n d Leona rd Louis , 
son of Mr . Louis Sabo , Wainf lee t , Ont . , 
M a y 3, in the Boyle Bre th ren in Chr is t 
C h u r c h with Rev. J o h n Y o u n g off ic ia t ing. 
Births 
Alderfer: Bryan Daniel , born J u n e 14, 
to D o n and Becky Alder fer , S o u d e r t o n 
congrega t ion . Pa. 
Barley: Luke Richard , bo rn J u n e 29. to 
Richard and Susan Barley, M a n o r congre-
ga t ion , Pa. 
Benedict: Kevin Michael , bo rn J u n e 1, 
to Mar l in and Nancy Benedict, M a n o r 
congrega t ion . Pa. 
Finkbiner: Chr i s tophe r J o h n , born J u n e 
13, to J o h n and Betty F inkbiner , Rosebank 
congrega t ion , Ont . 
Grove: Jessee Lee, b o r n April 27, to 
R o b e r t a n d L inda G r o v e , Mowersv i l l e 
congrega t ion . Pa. 
Hade: J a m e s Burnell , bo rn J u n e 7, to 
O r v i l l e a n d C h e r y l H a d e , S p e e d w e l l 
Heights congrega t ion . Pa. 
Herr: Alysia A n n , b o r n J u n e 20, to Ira 
and Cindy Herr , Pequea congrega t ion . Pa. 
Ribler: A m a n d a Sue, born J u n e 3, to 
J a y and Robe r t a Kibler, M a n o r congrega-
t ion, Pa. 
Minor: Ryan Lawrence, born J u n e 10. 
to Larry and Linda Minor . Bertie congre-
ga t ion , Ont . 
Rineer: Kyle Andrew, born J u n e 2, to 
R a n d y and Elaine Rineer , M a n o r congre-
ga t ion , Pa. 
Smith: Benjamin Michael , born J u n e 
18, to Dave and C o n n i e Smi th . S o u d e r t o n 
congrega t ion . Pa. 
Stauffer: J e f f r ey Richard , born J u n e 14. 
to Rev, and Mrs. J a m e s S tauf fe r . J emison 
Valley congrega t ion . Pa. 
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Obituaries 
Bambling: Walter H. Bambling, born 
M a r c h 26, 1906, died M a y 10, 1980. He 
was preceded in dea th by his wife. He is 
survived by f o u r daugh te r s and two sons. 
The fune ra l service was conduc ted in the 
She rmans Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
by Rev. Earl J . Lehman . In te rment was in 
the S h e r m a n s Valley Cemetery . 
Barnhart: Mrs. Clara E. Barnhar t , Ste-
vensville, Ont . , died M a y 25, 1980. at the 
age of 77. She was marr ied to Clarence 
Ba rnha r t who preceded her in dea th . She is 
survived by seven daughte rs : Avis, Fern , 
Pearl , Shirley, Caro l , Ani ta , and J o a n ; and 
a son, Haro ld . She was preceded in death 
by a daugh t e r . M a r t h a . The fune ra l service 
was conduc ted by Rev. J o h n Zuck. Inter-
ment was in the Bertie Brethren in Chr is t 
Church . 
Barrick: John Edward Barrick, Newville. 
Pa . , bo rn M a r c h 27, 1905, died May 19. 
1980. He was mar r ied to Georgia M. 
H o u c h who survives. Also surviving are 
two daughters : Sa rah Winge r t and Marilyn 
J . Meyers; three sons: Paul E., Isaac B., 
and J o h n S.; two sisters: Irene Ches tnu t 
a n d Mary Sal isburg; two brothers : Henry 
N. and Edgar R.; 15 g randch i ld ren ; and 
five grea t -grandchi ldren . The funera l ser-
vice was conduc ted by Revs. William Rook 
and L o m e Lichty. In terment was in the 
Lu the ran Cemetery . 
Berger: Mrs . M a r y E. Berger . b o r n 
M a r c h 2 9 . 1910in Ringgold. Pa . .d ied May 
10, 1980 in Waynesboro , Pa. She is sur-
vived by her husband ; two daughters : Pat 
Bingaman and Linda Rinehar t ; and six 
g randch i ld ren . She was a m e m b e r of the 
Hollowell Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funera l service was conduc t ed by Revs. 
Kenneth Engle, Rober t Byers, and Paul 
McBeth . In t e rmen t was in the Grove Hill 
Cemetery. 
Bouch: Viola G. Bouch, A l toona , Pa. , 
b o r n Sept . 21, 1919, died May 5, 1980, in 
the A l t o o n a Hospi ta l . She was the d a u g h -
ter of George and Myrt le (Por te r ) Hann . 
O n J u n e 21 ,1940, she was marr ied to Rev. 
Nor r i s A. Bouch w h o survives. She is also 
survived by a daugh te r , Mrs. Ru th Peck; a 
g r a n d s o n ; a b ro the r , Wilmer; and a sister, 
Mrs. Helen Kruise. She served with her 
h u s b a n d in the minis t ry of the Brethren in 
Chr is t C h u r c h fo r 25 years . The fune ra l 
service was conduc t ed in the M o u n t a i n 
Chape l Brethren in Chris t Church by Rev. 
Lee Ritchey and Rev. Mark Slagenweit . 
In te rment was in the M o u n t a i n Chape l 
Cemetery . 
Brandt: Ron Brandt , Abilene. Ks., born 
Oct . 27, 1946, died May 4, 1980. He was the 
son of Vernon and Dorcas Brandt who 
survive. He is also survived by a sister, 
Mrs. Sherilyn Pientka; two brothers : D o u g 
a n d Daryl ; and mate rna l g r a n d m o t h e r , 
Mrs. R u t h Lauver . He was a m e m b e r of 
the Abilene Brethren in Chris t Church . 
The fune ra l service was conduc t ed by Rev. 
Henry Landis and Rev. Char les N o r m a n . 
In terment was in the Bethel Cemetery . 
Burton: Mrs. Helen Mae Bur ton , b o r n 
Dec. 3, 1905, died May 8, 1980. She is 
survived by two sons: Lester a n d Robe r t ; 
four daughters: Mary Albino, E m m a Fillers, 
Edna Vance, Lena Zink; 22g randch i l d r en ; 
23 g rea t -g randch i ld ren ; and one great-
g rea t -g randch i ld . She was a m e m b e r of the 
Day ton Brethren in Chr is t C h u r c h . The 
fune ra l service was conduc t ed by Rev. 
Henry Cha f in . In te rment was in Memor ia l 
Gardens . 
Foreman: J a m e s E. Foreman , born Aug. 
23, 1897 in D r a k e Co. , Oh. , died J u n e 2, 
1980. in Up land . Ca. He is survived by his 
wife. Iva; a son. Rober t ; a daugh te r , Evelyn 
Faye Bert; f o u r g randsons ; two g rand-
daughte r s ; and five g rea t -g randchi ld ren . 
He was a m e m b e r of the Upland Bre thren 
in Chris t Church . The funera l service was 
conduc ted by Rev. Robe r t Hempy and 
Rev. Alvin Burkholder . E n t o m b m e n t was 
in the Bellevue Mauso leum. 
Martin: Wi lbur L. Mar t in died May 7, 
1980. in the Wash ing ton Co. , Md. . Hospi -
tal , at the age of 75. He was the son of 
A m o s P. and Annie Shelly Mar t in . He was 
marr ied to E m m a Burkho lde r Mar t in who 
survives. He is a lso survived by two sons: 
R o y a n d R a y m o n d ; a daugh te r . Mary J a n e 
Helfrick; 12 grea t -grandchi ldren; five great-
g rea t -g randch i ld ren ; and six brothers . He 
was a member of the Mon tgomery Brethren 
in Chr is t C h u r c h where he served as dea -
con for many years. He had also served as 
deacon at the Mt. T a b o r Brethren in Christ 
C h u r c h . The funera l service was conduc ted 
in the M o n t g o m e r y Church by Rev. H. 
Melvin Boose and Rev. Roy Brake. Inter-
ment was in the M o n t g o m e r y Cemetery . 
Morgan: Daniel le Morgan , d a u g h t e r of 
Fred and Ellen M o r g a n , died May 23, 
1980, at the age of years. The funera l 
service was conduc ted in the Brown Fu-
neral Home, Orb i son ia , Pa. , by Rev. Wil-
liam Wallot and Andrew Slagenweit . 
Nissly: Levi C. Nissly, Upland , Ca. , 
born Ju ly 26, 1905, in Dal las Center , la., 
died May 1, 1980. He was marr ied to Lily 
Landis Nissly who preceded him in dea th 
in 1978. He is survived by two sons: Cur t is 
and D o n a v o n ; three daugh te r s : Cha r lo t t e 
Young, Patr ic ia Sheffey . and Ca thy Long; 
13 g randch i ld ren ; five bro thers ; and four 
sisters. He was a member of the Upland 
Bre thren in Chris t C h u r c h for 47 years. 
Rev. Rober t H e m p y conduc t ed the mem-
orial service. In t e rmen t was in the Bellevue 
Mauso leum. 
Smith: Samuel (Sammy) T. Smith. Bland-
burg, Pa., born Sept . 20, 1944. died May 
26. 1980. He is survived by his mother , 
Mildred F. Smi th ; th ree bro thers : Harold 
S. Briggs, Dona ld L., and Ardell L.; and 
two sisters: Mrs. Betty Morn ings t a r and 
Mrs. Gwendo lyn Heidler. The funera l ser-
vice was c o n d u c t e d in the B l a n d b u r g 
Brethren in Chr is t C h u r c h by Revs. J o h n 
L. Rosenberry and Richard Lehman . Inter-
ment was in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery . 





While the biennial gathering of the Brethren in Christ 
General Conference is officially a business meeting of the 
Brotherhood, it includes much more than reports and 
recommendations. General Conference has become, in 
fact, a total family experience. 
The Board of Christian Education looks upon General 
Conference as a time to offer specialized ministries to 
children and youth and to model effective learning 
approaches in Christian education. The following reports 
highlight the BCE-sponsored programs and events at the 
1980 General Conference. 
SHERKSTON CONGREGATION 




of the Sunday School 
The Board of Christian Education 
joined with the Publication Board and 
the Commission on Christian Educa-
tion Literature to highlight the 200th 
Anniversary of the Sunday school in a 
special presentation to the General 
Conference delegate body. 
The program included a brief histor-
ical sketch of the Sunday school move-
ment beginning with Robert Raikes in 
Gloucester, England, and a simulated 
dialogue with Rev. Asa Bearss (played 
by Lloyd Hogg) who is credited with 
starting the first Brethren in Christ 
Sunday school in 1863. 
Seventeen congregations contributed 
pictures f rom their respective Sunday 
schools for a slide presentation titled 
"What 's Happening in Brethren in 
Christ Sunday Schools Today." The 
slides featured old schools and new 
schools, growing schools and crowded 
schools, and schools in unique set-
tings. It showed special classes for 
those in nursing homes or for those 
with learning disabilities. And it de-
picted current educational methods 
such as learning centers, puppets, and 
small discovery-discussion groups. As 
someone remarked, "The pictures said 
The banner created by the Sherk-
ston congregation of Ontario, Canada 
to visualize and amplify the General 
Conference theme, Inward and Out-
ward Bound in the Eighties, was judged 
to be the winning entry in the Board of 
Christian Education sponsored Banner 
Contest and Processional. Sherkston 
used the words "Alive in Christ, Alert 
to Act" as the motto for its banner. 
Sherkston was one of thirty-five 
congregations to enter the Banner Con-
a lot about Sunday school without 
really saying it." 
The program concluded with 
a challenge by Rev. Doug Sider, 
pastor of the Massey Place con-
gregation. He listed principles 
which make Sunday school a 
vital part of congregational life 
at Massey Place. 
The purpose of the presenta-
tion was to encourage congre-
gations to find ways to cele-
brate the 200th Anniversary of 
the Sunday school. 
test. The second place award went to 
the banner entered by the Locust Grove 
congregation of York, PA in the Al-
legheny Conference and third place to 
the banner from New Life, Colling-
wood, Ont. in the Canadian Confer-
ence. The three banners designated as 
runners-up in the contest were f rom 
Union Grove of Central Conference, 
Waynesboro of Allegheny Conference 
and Navajo Mission of Pacific Con-
ference. Banners were judged on the 
basis of communication of the theme, 
use of color and materials, originality, 
and workmanship. 
The Banner Processional itself was 
part of the opening ceremonies of 
General Conference. While the con-
ference body listened to the strains of 
"We Gather Together to Ask the Lord's 
Blessing," teams of two from each of 
the thirty-five congregations paraded 
the banners down the middle aisle and 
eventually surrounded the assembly. 
The procession concluded with the 
congregation standing to sing " 'Tis a 
Glorious Church." 
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Youth at General Conference 
In the recent conference youth were 
challenged with the theme, "Fan into 
Flame the Gift of God." Under the 
capable leadership of Frank Fimiano, 
Lois Jean Peterman, and Lamar and 
Alice Dourte they laughed and lis-
tened, played and prayed, talked of 
impor tant things and sang to the glory 
of God. 
Their activities included: discussions 
of contemporary issues; messages by 
Conference Youth 
Celebrate Around 
the Lord's Table 
One hundred fifty young people had 
just finished breaking raw eggs in an 
at tempt to win a relay race, and sitting 
on balloons for the same purpose. The 
big question was, "How can we help 
them move f rom that into a spirit of 
worship and celebration around the 
Lord's table?" 
I believe the Holy Spirit led those 
who had done preparatory planning. 
Clearly the Holy Spirit moved into 
that gathering of youth. 
The youth formed into groups of 
five or six for the communion expe-
rience. Time was given for sharing. 
Persons were invited to tell who they 
were and to recall a past event of 
communion that was really meaning-
ful to them. Then our thoughts were 
directed to 1 Corinthians 11. 
Real life examples, in the form of 
skits, helped us think about how we 
might come to the Lord's table. We 
recognized that we must be in right 
relationship to God as well as with 
those around us. 
Part of our preparat ion was to write 
on a 5 x 7 card a relationship that we 
needed to make right or a sin that we 
wanted to ask God's forgiveness for. 
Later these cards were tacked onto a 
large cross, symbolizing Christ's tak-
ing of our sins. Following the reading 
of the Scripture f rom Luke 22 we 
shared as groups in the breaking of 
bread and taking of the cup. 
We were very much aware of God's 
presence throughout the entire service. 
—Dale W. Engle 
Don Shafer, Roy Peterman, Henry 
Ginder and Roy Sider; a bus trip to the 
Royal Botannical Gardens, the Ridge-
mount Brethren in Christ Church and 
Dundurn Castle; a concert by Pat 
Hannigan; a drama, "The Peaceful 
Warrior"; a celebration of commun-
ion; a panel on service opportunities; 
and times of recreation. 
The following reports highlight two 
of these events. 
Drama group presents "Daniel in the 
Lion's Den." 
Members of the Souderton Brethren 
in Christ Church of Souderton, PA 
presented the historical drama "The 
Peaceful Warrior" to a capacity audi-
ence in the youth assembly area on 
Tuesday evening of General Conference. 
The drama depicted the major events 
in the life of Michael Sattler, a 16th 
century Anabaptist martyr. After his 
"Parachutes and Promises" was the 
theme of the program directed by 
Glenna West for children, ages 6 to 12, 
at General Conference and a real para-
chute was on hand to emphasize the 
theme. Sue Bearss led the 100 regis-
tered children in activities related to 
parachutes while Ethel Sider and 
Howard Tyrell helped them think about 
God's promises to great men of the 
Bible. 
A special feature of the children's 
program was the singing of" The Music 
Machine" under the direction of Glenna 
West. Glenna also wrote an original 
theme song, "Parachutes and Prom-
conversion Sattler's life became one of 
radical obedience to the claims of 
Christ in his life, even when it led to 
conflicts with religious and civil author-
ities. 
Youth and non-delegates viewing 
this drama were challenged, by the 
witness unto death of Michael Sattler, 
to examine the quality and depth of 
their own faith commitment. 
ises," for the children's program. 
During the week the children con-
tributed money for an all-purpose build-
ing at Montreal Lake Children's Home. 
For children, ages 3-6, Program 
Coordinator Laura Day, with the as-
sistance of Lisa Lofthouse and Lisa 
Sider, provided a Play School ministry 
using the theme "You Are Special." 
And Jean Buckton with her assistants 
helped the babies and toddlers sense 
God's love in the care they received in 
the nursery. 
Pauline Cober of Kitchener, Ont. 
served as the Coordinator for all of the 
Children's Ministries. 
Parachutes and Promises 
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General Conference Briefs 
• Five Grass roots Forums were held dur ing Confer-
ence. (These are i n f o r m a l sess ions w h i c h are 
scheduled upon the call of 12 or more persons.) Top-
ics inc luded the role of women in the church, the Holy 
Spir i t and the gif ts of the Spir i t , mandatory Chr ist ian 
Service for youth, ministry to refugees, and the mil-
itary draft and registrat ion. 
What happens after Conference? A reporter in 
each group summarizes the discussion which is for-
warded to the Board of Administration. The BOA may 
pick up suggestions or forward the concerns to other 
agencies. And at least one group made plans of their 
own to continue their dialogue. 
^ A p p o i n t m e n t of a hymnal committee was autho-
rized. A study by the Commiss ion on Music and Wor-
ship resulted in suggest ions for improving the 20-
year-old Hymns for Worship . . . a call for more hymns 
ref lect ing our denominat ional heritage, more con-
temporary hymns, and an enlarged sect ion of wor-
ship aids. Suggest ions should be forwarded to the 
Commission on Music and Worship. 
• Conf i rmat ion was given to several new general 
church administrators: Elwyn Hock—General Man-
ager of Christ ian Light Bookstores; Arlene M i l l e r -
Secretary of Home Ministries, Board for Missions; 
E. Morr is S ider—Church Archivist; Wini f red Swalm— 
Executive Director of Christ ian Educat ion; as well as 
Glen Pierce—General Editor. 
CHURCH NEWS 
Mess iah Village A n n o u n c e s : 
T h e a p p o i n t m e n t of S. Lane Hos te t t e r 
as D i r ec to r of D e v e l o p m e n t and Publ ic 
Rela t ions . 
T h e avai labi l i ty of a 13-minute slide 
p resen ta t ion on the life of Messiah Village 
res idents . You will hea r and see the resi-
den t s in ac t ion . This is a lso avai lable in a 
f i lms t r ip p re sen t a t i on . Both slide and f i lm-
s t r ip have a c c o m p a n y i n g casset tes . Send 
d a t e desired t o Mess iah Village Publ ic 
Rela t ions Office. 
M C C Peace Sect ion 
Publ i shes B o o k on W o m e n 
Which Way Women? is a newly pub-
l ished 150-page b o o k edi ted by D o r o t h y 
Yoder Nyce. T h e M e n n o n i t e Cent ra l C o m -
mittee Peace Sect ion Task Force on W o m e n 
gu ided the p ro jec t . Which Way Women? is 
a co l lec t ion of 42 art icles plus b iograph ies 
a n d poe t ry wr i t ten p r e d o m i n a n t l y by Men-
noni tes and in tended pr imar i ly for a Men-
noni te audience . 
Var ious top ics are included in the book , 
such as Jesus and w o m e n , sexual i ty , par-
en t ing , early A n a b a p t i s t w o m e n , peace 
w o m e n , feminis t theo logy , w o m e n and 
c o n s u m e r i s m , singleness, w o m e n in varied 
minis t r ies , and m i n o r i t y w o m e n . They are 
a p p r o a c h e d f r o m the perspect ives of disci-
pl ined research, pe r sona l exper ience , car-
ing c o m m i t m e n t , a n d se l f -unders tand ing . 
Which Way Women?is now available in 
sof t cover , spiral b o u n d f o r m a t f r o m M C C 
Peace Sec t ion T a s k Force on W o m e n , 21 
S o u t h 12th Street , A k r o n , Pa. , 17501. Cos t 
per copy is $3, which shou ld be included 
with the o rder . 
M E S S I A H C O L L E G E i s s e e k i n g a p p l i -
can t s to fill the pos i t ion of Di rec to r of 
A n n u a l Giving. A p p l i c a n t s shou ld be 
c o m m i t t e d Chr i s t i ans , s t rongly goal-
o r i en ted . Expe r i ence in p r o m o t i o n or 
sales is des i rable . Leade r sh ip qual i t ies , 
wr i t ing abil i ty, a n d readiness t o work 
with a c o m p u t e r a re i m p o r t a n t . C o n -
tac t Dav id P. M c B e t h , D i r e c t o r of Col -
lege A d v a n c e m e n t , Mess iah College, 
G r a n t h a m , PA. 17027. 
A Year of Volun ta ry Service 
El izabeth F. Frisk, daugh te r of Ru th 
a n d William Frisk of Lake Ariel, Pa. , has 
begun a one-year term of Volunta ry Ser-
vice with M e n n o n i t e Board of Missions, 
E lkha r t , Ind. She a t t ends the G r a n t h a m 
Bre thren in Chr is t C h u r c h , G r a n t h a m , Pa . 
Beth is w o r k i n g as an activities assis tant 
at M a r g a r e t Clark Oakf ie ld Convalescent 
Center , C o l u m b u s , Ohio . The VS mission 
in C o l u m b u s focuses on Paul 's Porch , a 
shor t - t e rm emergency residence sponsored 
by Neil Avenue M e n n o n i t e C h u r c h for 
d isplaced males 18-30 years of age. S o m e 
VSers are res ident ia l counselors ; o thers 
w o r k in o the r c o m m u n i t y agencies. 
Beth is a g r a d u a t e of Shike l lamy High 
School , S u n b u r y , Pa. , and a t t ended Mes-
siah College, G r a n t h a m , Pa . fo r two years. 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
T h e Chambersburg cong rega t ion repor t s re-
ceiving 14 pe r sons in to c h u r c h fe l lowship on 
S u n d a y , J u n e 15. • David and Libby Hall began 
t o serve the Grantham cong rega t ion as the asso-
ciate pa s to r a l coup le in J u n e . An ins ta l la t ion 
service was c o n d u c t e d for Rev. Hall on S u n d a y , 
J u n e 8. • T h r e e persons were recently received 
in to m e m b e r s h i p , r epor t s the Jemison Valley 
congrega t ion . 
T h e Mowersv i l l e c o n g r e g a t i o n r e p o r t s an 
ave rage a t t e n d a n c e of 170 f o r Bible school . 
Ninety-e ight ch i ld ren were t a k e n to the zoo f o r 
having perfect a t t e n d a n c e . • O n S u n d a y evening, 
J u n e 22, Wil l iam K r a m e r , a cha lk art ist f r o m 
Wi l l i amsburg , Pa. , presented the service to the 
Spring Hope congrega t ion . 
Atlantic 
Guest speake r s a t Elizabethtown on S u n d a y , 
J u n e 15, were Rev. and Mrs. Charles Engle, 
recently r e tu rned f r o m a t o u r of India missions. • 
Rev. Larry Steffee gave his fa rewl l s e r m o n to the 
Holden Park c o n g r e g a t i o n on S u n d a y . Aug. 10. 
Rev. Daniel Hoover a s sumes pas to ra l dut ies o n 
Aug. 17. 
Dave Brubaker p resented a p r o g r a m of music 
and t each ing t o the Manor congrega t ion , on 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g , J u n e 29. He used the theme , 
" J e s u s 1 Will ." • T h e Speedwell Heights congre-
ga t ion held a farewel l service fo r Ray and Dar-
lyss Kipe, leaving fo r service in Z a m b i a . 
Canadian 
O n J u n e 15, a f t e r t he evening service, t he 
R o s e b a n k C h u r c h , O n t a r i o , h o n o r e d Mr. and 
Mrs. Irvine Cober f o r the i r 50th w e d d i n g a n n i -
versary . Mr. C o b e r has served the congrega t ion 
as a deacon . 
T h e Heise Hill c o n g r e g a t i o n held a special 
Miss ions D a y on S u n d a y , J u n e 15. F o r m e r mis-
s ionar ies t o Af r i ca , t he Marshall Poe f ami ly , 
sha red . T h e Poes are n o w p r e p a r i n g to g o to 
N i c a r a g u a . Connie Lofthouse and Virginia Nix , 
w h o a re p repa r ing fo r VS, a lso shared in the 
service. 
T h e Rosebank c o n g r e g a t i o n held a farewell 
suppe r fo r their pas to ra l fami ly , t he Ron Loft-
houses on S a t u r d a y , J u n e 21. • Dr. Henry 
Ginder was the guest speake r f o r the Sherkston 
congrega t ion on S u n d a y m o r n i n g , J u n e 29. • 
T h e Westheights cong rega t ion r epor t s a b a p -
t ismal service on J u n e 22 fo r six persons . 
Central 
T h e DeRosse t t c o n g r e g a t i o n held a "Ta l en t 
N igh t " o n S u n d a y evening , J u n e 22. Each fami ly 
was e n c o u r a g e d t o par t i c ipa te . • T h e " C o m m o n 
B o n d , " a g r o u p f r o m Sp r ing A r b o r College, 
p resen ted a p r o g r a m t o the Lakeview c o n g r e g a -
t ion on S u n d a y evening, J u n e 22. 
Midwest 
O n M o n d a y evening , Ju ly 30, t he "Proverbs," 
a Messiah Col lege s inging g r o u p , presented a 
service t o the Zion congrega t ion . 
Pacific 
A picnic was held by the Labish c o n g r e g a t i o n 
o n S u n d a y , Ju ly 20, fo l lowing the m o r n i n g ser-
vice. Connie Lofthouse a n d Mary Brubaker, 
leaving fo r miss ionary service in J a p a n , shared in 
the worsh ip service. 
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• Merle Brubaker (the morn ing 
after the 1:30 a.m. session): "I've 
discovered one good thing about 
this Conference. My wife is a dele-
gate also, and we've been sitt ing 
together for longer than we ever 
had before—12 to 15 hours a day." 
• The Conference nurse cared for 
more than 40 "pat ients" dur ing the 
week. Cases included an abcessed 
tooth, a severe infection, and a 
f i rst- t ime malaria attack. In each 
instance, specialists who were mem-
bers of Conference consulted with 




Usually the Nominating Committee 
report doesn't take long. The slate of 
names to fill expired terms on boards 
and committees is presented. If no 
errors are seen, confirmation is voted. 
But not so this year. 
At the point of considering four 
nominees for the Board for Missions, a 
delegate rose to speak on her evalua-
tion of the current mission board and 
the kind of persons who should be 
nominated to it. Charging that the 
board in general is not well informed 
nor qualified to deal with contempor-
ary issues in missions, she said that 
being a missionary with many years of 
experience appears to be a disqualifi-
cation rather than a qualification for 
election to the board. She moved to 
refer that section of the report back to 
the Nominating Committee for addi-
tional consideration. 
After meeting in extraordinary ses-
sions the Nominating Committee re-
ported back to Conference on Wed-
nesday. It noted that of the 29 Brethren 
in Christ members of the mission board, 
twelve have a total of 102 years of 
cross-cultural experience, almost all of 
that overseas with Brethren in Christ 
Missions. Rather than (a) enlarging 
the board by naming additional per-
sons, (b) replacing one or more pro-
posed nominees with other persons, or 
(c) having one or more current members 
resign, the Nominating Committee reaf-
firmed its original slate of nominees, 
who were then confirmed by Con-
ference. 
Editorial 
/H P/M/46 ofi Gando/t 
I keep thinking of the speeches made at General Conference. A number of them 
struck me as being fairly good instances of candor. I write, not to affirm necessar-
ily the content of the speeches (for I disagreed with some of the sentiments 
expressed), but to affirm the frankness and openness with which they were made. 
Candor is defined as a disposition to open-mindedness, a freedom from bias, 
prejudice and malice. Its hallmarks are fairness and impartiality. When we are 
candid we speak honestly, sincerely and plainly. 
But don't we find ourselves all too frequently playing word games, holding each 
other at arm's length, hiding behind masks? We seem either unwilling or unable to 
let down our defenses, put down the artificial front and get close to our brother 
and sister—listening and speaking honestly, openly, sincerely. Are we too timid? 
Too proud? Too afraid of rejection or ridicule? 
The Apostle Paul sets the standard and puts it in context. "Therefore each of 
you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body." (Ephesians 4:25, N.I.V.) Candor is not optional. For the 
health of the body of Christ, candor is a necessity. As we strive to be more open, 
more honest and less withdrawn, our life together as families, as congregations 
and as a brotherhood will blossom with new life and vigor. Misunderstandings, if 
not less frequent, will at least be recognized and corrected earlier than if they were 
allowed to simmer within, not acknowledged and unexpressed. 
I venture to say that our personal walk with the Lord will be enriched as we 
become more candid with him. As one person noted recently, "He knows who we 
are and how we're feeling anyway—why are we afraid to admit it to ourselves and 
to God?" 
Candor, of course, is not the highest virtue. Earlier in Ephesians 4, Paul uses the 
phrase "speaking the truth in love." Our conversation—indeed, our thoughts and 
actions, too—must be born out of a genuine love and commitment to the other 
person. We need to develop a sense of proportion and propriety which will help to 
guide our candor. Not everyone is prepared to hear some of our candid remarks. 
Love then helps to decide whether they should be expressed in that setting. 
For example, a senior church leader and I have discussed the extent to which 
controversial issues should be focused in the Visitor. We are both aware that I can 
tolerate a higher degree of varied opinion in print than can he. My freedom and 
desire for more candor in the Visitor may cause him (and others) considerable 
anguish. What is more important? Who needs to "go the second mile?" 
Furthermore, candor cannot replace thoughtful advance preparation. Extem-
poraneous remarks are quite often in order. But we also must pay the price of 
careful, prayerful thought before we speak. Perhaps we will need to do some 
one-to-one contacts (as spoken of in Matthew 18) before addressing ourselves to 
issues in our assemblies. Half-baked ideas, no matter how candidly presented 
either orally or in print—are half-baked nevertheless. 
Back to the speeches at Conference. Much of the discussion was routine— 
sponsorship, questions, opinions, etc. But from time to time there were moments 
when a sponsor, for example, would simply say "I don't know" to a question 
rather than play word games. (In the instance I recall. 1 don't think there was a 
good answer!) 
On several occasions a member of Conference rose to state an opinion or 
propose an action that clearly put that person "out on a limb." Each person was in 
effect saying "Here is an issue I am concerned about. This is what I think about it. 
Does anyone agree?" 
Finally, I think of my brother sponsoring a report in which was discovered 
several errors. He acknowledged "some incompetency in our humanity." Who 
among us have never experienced that embarrassing state, yet how often will we 
acknowledge it candidly, even to ourselves? 
I can identify with that brother! Just ask the printer, who has been waiting . . . 
and waiting for me to finish this first issue of the Visitor! G 
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Some Reflections on 
The 1980 General Conference 
Paul Hosteller, Convention Director 
Conference was a time when 
we listened to one another . . . 
. . . we wrestled with issues 
(and a few people wrestled 
with each other) . . . 
The General Conference poster pre-
dicted that the 106th convocation of 
the brotherhood would be "a church-
wide fellowship" and "a great family 
experience." From my perspective both 
projections were fully justified. 
Much of the credit for the good fam-
ily experience goes to Winifred Swalm, 
director of Christian education activi-
ties for this Conference. Her responsi-
bilities were many and heavy, includ-
ing recruitment of a large staff to 
organize a program for youth from age 
1 day to about 18 years. This included 
nearly 150 children and 148 young 
people! 
Since the names of this staff will 
probably not appear in the General 
Conference minutes, I am listing them 
here: Coordinator of Children's Min-
istries, Paul ine Cober ; Babyhood 
Supervisor, Jean Buckton; Play School 
Supervisor, Laura Day with Lisa Loft-
house and Lisa Sider; Primary and 
Junior Department Director, Glenna 
West with Sue Bearss, Jean Climen-
haga. Ray Swalm, Phyllis Linnell, and 
Julie Tarnowsky; Youth Directors, Lois 
Jean Peterman and Frank Fimiano; 
Youth Music Directors, Alice and 
Lamar Dourte. Many others assisted— 
and all were needed. 
A number of people asked me if the 
charges for children's activities could 
be reduced. In response I arranged— 
after the first day of Conference—to 
have the rate structure modified, ef-
fecting a small reduction in the overall 
charges and giving a much better rate 
to families with more than one child. 
It should be noted that the charges 
made for the various children's activi-
ties did not nearly cover the costs. All 
expenses are not yet in, but it is esti-
mated that nearly $1,000 more will be 
needed from the general fund. And 
this is as it should be—the whole 
brotherhood is happy to share in this 
expense. (The only other costs were for 
meals and lodging; the many hours of 
service were cheerfully given free.) 
The young people f rom the Hamil-
ton congregation provided redcap ser-
vice, carrying bags and showing peo-
ple to their rooms. The tips received 
went to their missionary project. 
Recognition must be given to the 
eight Task Force chairmen listed below 
who, with their Task Forces, worked 
before and during Conference: Infor-
mation, Ross Sider; Love Feast, Clar-
ence Lehman; Transportation, Claude 
Winger; Sound, John Day; Parking, 
Edward Cober; Infirmary, Naomi Marr; 
Ushering, Hubert Charlton; Publicity, 
Howard Tyrrell. 
Others who worked many hours 
were: Lester Fretz, Assistant Conven-
tion Director; Ken Mark, Assistant to 
the Convention Director; and Glen 
Pierce, Program Coordinator. These 
three, along with Winnie Swalm, merit 
a major share of the credit for the 
smooth flow of the many programs at 
General Conference which seemed to 
happen so effortlessly. Hundreds of 
people expressed appreciation to me— 
I herewith pass it on. 
What a delight it was to work with 
all the above named, and to serve 
under the competent and Spirit-guided 
leadership of Moderator Alvin Book, 
Assistant Moderator Walter Winger, 
and General Conference Secretary 
Arthur Climenhaga. 
Only one General Conference was • 
larger than the 1980 convocation, and 
that was the 200th Anniversary Con-
ference in Pennsylvania two years ago. 
This year more than 1,300 people reg-
istered; in 1978 the count was over 
1,500. 
Even before the 1980 General Con-
ference began, plans were being laid 
for the 1982 Conference at Azusa 
Pacific College, Azusa (near Upland), 
California. And many are already plan-
ning to go. 
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